{0 April 2015 e |

-' Foreign &
Commonwealth
Office s

_ Thomas. MNash _ o ' ST ' King Charles Street
Director o - - London SW1A 24H
Article 36

81 Rivington Street L

Our reference: MIN/B1690/2015

Minister for Europe
London
[EC2A 3AY

Thank you for your letter of 11 March to the Prime Minister, copied to the Foreign

Secretary and the--{)éfen_ce Secretary, about the alleged use of cluster munitions in

Ukraine. | am replying as Private Secretary to the Minister for Europe.

We are concerned by reports alleging the use of cluster munitions in Ukraine. We

are aware.that the National Security and Defence Council of Ukraine stated on 21
October and & December that the Ukrainian Army has not used cluster munitions.

Cluster munitions should in 1o Gircumstances be used intentionally to target civilians,
arties to the conflict must act in accordance with international humanitarian

The UK takes its Q_h!iéat_ion 10 seek universalisation of the Convention on Cluster

| Muﬁitiqns very seriously. Acceding to the Convention is the only way to guarantee a

- With respect to the use of weapons which may be in close proximity to civilians or
civilian objects, our view is that internationaf humanitarian law (IHL) adequately -
fegulates this area. All parties to the conflict in. Ukraine should ensure that they act
with distinction, proportionaiity, and with sufficient precautions in attack. We are

concerned about any activity which violates the principles of HL

) to the Ukraine crisis.
We welcome the latest Minsk agreement of 12 February, which has led to a o
significant reduction in fighting and the reports that both sides are withdrawing heavy
weapons front the fine of cohtact. These are small steps in the right directioni.~ - .~
However, we remain. concerned by reparts.of ongoing breaches of the ceasefire,
What we need to see now is full implementation of the ‘Minsk agreements by all
‘parties. Above all, a permanent peaceful solution requires Russia to end its

| This Gave;mmﬂen_tisx;iéar'_that.there' can’t be a military solution



deﬁﬁér‘ate{and continued destabilisation of Ukraine. Russia must withdraw its
equipment and troops from Ukraine, secure its borders and cease support for the
separatists. - '
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